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out of town, sold, and the number of servants materially
reduced. Although thus deprived of the means of living as
she had always done, in one continued bustle and scene of
riot, she was determined still to be particular, and as unlike
as possible to the rest of the world. She therefore reversed
the common order of time, going to bed when others rise, and
rising when others go to bed, literally turning night into day,
and day into night. Soon after her retreat to the country,
it was deemed necessary from the involved state of the whole
family and of the Jamaica estates, to make some applica-
tion to the Lord Chancellor on behalf of the children, or
those under age. After much consideration, what is pre-
posterously termed an amicable suit was instituted in the
Court of Chancery, which for many subsequent years was
carried on with as much rancour and hostility, and at as
great an expence as any cause could be. The single good
arising from it was that the Chancellor ordered three
hundred pounds per annum to be paid out of the first
proceeds of the Jamaica property for the support and
maintenance of the family. His Lordship also appointed a
receiver to manage the estates.

Thus was the infatuated, the dashing, gay, Mrs. Forrest
at once reduced from the utmost splendour and extravagance
to a state little short of penury. Even that sad change
could not open her eyes, and as far as circumstances
admitted, or she could get credit, she still betrayed the same
disposition to profusion, the same contempt for money as
ever. I, who was one of her few favorites, was frequently
invited to Binfield. Whenever I went, my being there was
made an excuse for having five times the quantity of
provisions that were necessary. To such an extent was this
carried that I told her I never would visit her again without
her giving me a promise (and keeping it, too) that no
addition whatever should be made to the family fare on my
account. Her delightful daughters often expressed their
surprize not only at the speeches I made, and the lectures I
gave their mother, but at the composure and temper she
received from me what, had the same thing been said by any